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In Oct. 1 edition of the NEW YORK TIMES, Lindsey Gruson summarizes "misgivings" about
Honduran dependence on the US, the country's human rights record and its support for the
contras that have surfaced in the wake of the Central American peace accord. "We don't need a
godfather," said Franklin Bertrand- Anduray, a legislator and executive assistant to the president
of the National Party, which is widely favored to win the 1989 presidential election. "We don't want
to be dependent on the United States." Foreign diplomats said progress in carrying out the accord
also has heightened fears of embarrassing disclosures about Honduran support for the contras. The
armed forces are perturbed. They fear the contras will become a military threat inside Honduras,
despite assurances by the US that it will manage any problems. Diplomats and politicians said that
the peace accord has also highlighted the weaknesses of President Jose Azcona Hoyo. Before leaving
for the conference in Guatemala at which the accord was reached, they said, he assured the military
and the US that he would not agree to anything more than a loosely worded joint communique.
But when the four other Central American presidents signed, he went along. These and related
issues remained muted until recently. Now they have emerged in a contentious debate over the
government's refusal to appoint a national reconciliation commission as called for in the peace
agreement signed on Aug. 7. The accord calls for the establishment of four-member commissions
composed of representatives of the government, the opposition, the Roman Catholic Church and
a neutral body. The commissions, the main bodies for evaluating each country's performance
under the pact, will monitor compliance with provisions of cease-fires, amnesties and steps to
build democracy. The church and a coalition of small left-of-center social and political groups
have begun to put intense pressure on Azcona to appoint such a commission and open an internal
debate about the Honduran human rights record. They are also calling for the expulsion of all US
military units and "irregular forces" as well as the creation of "an authentic democratic process."
"It's not so much a question about reconciliation," said Efrain Diaz Arrivillaga, past president of
the Christian Democrats. "It's a symbol that Azcona doesn't have real leadership in the country.
It shows that he's a weak president and that we've become too dependant on the United States."
Azcona, the military and the rightist National Party argue that, in contrast to Nicaragua and El
Salvador, there is no need for a reconciliation commission in Honduras and that the accord does
not require the president to appoint one. They said a commission would only provide the small leftof-center and left-wing groups a platform from which to denounce the military and embarrass the
country. "We do not see the necessity because we do not have political prisoners, emergency law or
a state of siege and there's absolute freedom of the press," Azcona said at a recent news conference.
Last week, after Costa Rica announced it would appoint such a commission despite a similarly
harmonious situation, Azcona said he would study the issue. While noting that there were far fewer
human rights problems in Honduras than in neighboring countries, a foreign diplomat critical of
the US policy in the area said that a commission could "open a whole can of worms about what the
military does." It inevitably would raise questions about the armed forces' pervasive but hidden
influence and frequent violations of the constitutionally guaranteed right of habeas corpus, he said.
Oscar Puerto, vice president of the committee for the defense of human rights in Honduras, said a
commission could lead to embarrassing exposures about past and present human rights abuses as
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well as expose social inequalities. He noted that charges of torture were not uncommon. "There's no
respect for human rights here even though there is no armed conflict," Puerto said. The government
and the military are even more alarmed by the prospect that the verification commission scheduled
to be set up under the peace accord would want to investigate whether there are contra bases in
Honduras. The accord bars the use of any country's territory for aggression against another country.
Until last year, the government strenuously denied that it had allowed the contras to use its territory.
Then it shifted its ground, saying that Honduras was powerless to stop the contras from crossing the
border and that they were here without authorization. Now the government once again denies that
there are any rebels in Honduras. "They've been playing a double-edged game for five years and
it's about to come to an end," said a diplomat who is supportive of US policy in the region. "But now
Honduras is waking up to the reality of the situation."
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